Teleophthalmology: rationale, current issues, future directions.
Relatively little information exists concerning the delivery of ophthalmic services via telemedicine, yet ophthalmology is particularly amenable to the utilization of such applications. This paper discusses the technological issues pertinent to the research, development, and assessment of teleophthalmology delivery systems and begins to define the parameters that will determine the sustainability of teleophthalmology. A prototype urban teleophthalmology delivery system is presented in the context of improving access to eye care for an underserved inner-city population. Potential enhancements to the prototype telephthalmology system are discussed.